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	Course Description Approximately 100 words: The purpose of this course is to help the student to coherently and logically express themselves in writing to an academic audience. Today’s student lives and works in a knowledge-based, hyper-connected world. Although this is so, social communication and writing does not necessarily translate to adequate and effective academic writing. Thus, as information users, students must be helped to overcome inadequacies and frustrations from inability to search, analyze, synthesize, and use information. Thus, academic writing and information literacy enables the student to recognize when information is needed and to have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use the information effectively. Through this course, the student will develop analytical skills, learn to synthesize multiple sources of information and advance coherent arguments. Through this course, the student will be empowered to use and create knowledge to improve the quality of their life and research.
	Course Goals and Objectives Approximately 100 words: By the end of this course, students should be able to:Explain the role of information literacy to the society and the world.Explain the research process; how information is gathered, organized, and retrieved both manually and online.Plan, draft, and revise their written tasks using correct sentence and paragraph structures.Identify and develop researchable topics as well as evaluate their sources of information. Use the recommended referencing style to cite sources of information.Appropriately use citation software (Microsoft Word, Zotero, Mendeley etc).Critically analyze, paraphrase and summarize written texts.Articulate clear and logical arguments in writing.Effectively prepare and disseminate the content of their research to appropriate academic audiences via appropriate formats (PPT, online hosting, and presentation of printed text).Discuss Kenya copyright law; types of copyright infringements (plagiarism, piracy, reproduction), and exemptions and limitations (importance, fair use, & issues).
	Textbook Title Author Publisher Year of Publication etc: APA style manual, 6th Edition: http://www.apastyle.org/ Pecorari, D. (2010). Academic writing and plagiarism: A Linguistic Analysis. New York: Continuum International Publishing. 
	Reference: Dictionary (print or online).Kang’ethe, S., Karani, A., Onditi, E., Mangera, B., & Pemba, K. (2008). How to write a winning thesis. Kenya:  Zapf Chancery.Kavulya, J. M., & Lodiaga, M.J. (2007). How to write research and term papers: Guidelines for selecting topics, conducting research, writing and referencing sources. Kenya: Jomo Kenyatta Foundation.Langan, J. (2010). College writing skills with readings. (8th ed.). New York: McGraw Hill, Inc. Langan, J. (1995). English skills with readings. (3rd ed.). New York: McGraw Hill, Inc.Mathooko, J.M. (2007). Academic proposal writing (1st ed). Kenya: Amu Press.Mauch, J. E. & Park, N.  (2003). Guide to the successful thesis and dissertation: Handbook for students and faculty. (5th ed). New York: M. Dekker.Mounsey, C. (2002). Essays and dissertations. England: Oxford University Press.Murray, R. & Moore, S.  (2006). Handbook of academic writing: A fresh approach. New York, NY: McGraw-Hill Education.Peter, C. B. (1994). A guide to academic writing. Kenya: Zapf Chancery.Turabian, K. L. (2007).  A manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations: Chicago style  for students and researchers. (7th ed.) Chicago: Unive.
	Course Requirements and Grades: The course will be assessed through two Continuous Assessment Tests (both Sit-in) as well as one final assessment item (Term paper). The CATs will be 60% of the final mark while the Final assessment item will be 40% of the final mark.Continuous Assessment Tests (CATs) 60 Marks CAT 1  (30 marks) CAT 2  (30 marks)Term Paper (Project)    40 marks Total 100 marks
	Week 11: Required Reading Skills: Reading effectively (Skills: Skimming, scanning, & note-taking)
	Week 12: Required Reading Skills: Reviewing written texts; Summarizing content; Meaning of the key instruction words (such as explain, discuss, etc)
	Week 13: Using Presentation Skills: MS Word, Power Point: Referencing Tools (Endnote, MS Word, Zotero)
	Week 14: Wrap up and Revision: Reading and writing exercises from selected texts
	Week 1: Introductions: Scholarly communication; What is academic writing?; Who is an academic writer?; Types of academic audiences & context; Importance of deadlines and meeting them
	Week 2: Information Literacy, Library, Information Search and Retrieval Methods: What is Information Literacy?(Types of information; Information needs); Information sources (Primary, Secondary, Tertiary, Scholarly, & Electronic); How information is organized in libraries (physical holdings / electronic databases); Information Search and Retrieval Methods; Information search techniques: keyword, Boolean, & truncation phrase; Information retrieval (manual / online)
	Week 3: Evaluation of Information Sources: Criteria of information evaluation; Peer-reviewed journals (What are they?; Why use them?; How to evaluate and retrieve data out of journals); Referencing (in-text citation & end of text reference list)
	Week 4: Ethical Issues to Use and Dissemination of Information: Plagiarism (Definition; Types of Plagiarism;Why do students Plagiarize?; How to guard against Plagiarism; Consequences of Plagiarism (to self, academic community, and society))
	Week 5: Legal Issues surrounding academic writing: Intellectual property rights; Copyright law & infringement; Exemptions and limitations
	Week 6: The Basic Structure of an Academic Paper: Selecting a topic; Developing a title; Introduction; Thesis statement; Body; Conclusion; and Other Sections of the Term Paper (Cover page; Preliminary pages; Line spacing; Page numbering; Appendices (What are they? How to use them))
	Week 7: Grammar: Parts of Speech; Phrases and Clauses; Tenses; Punctuations; Spelling
	Week 8: Technical Elements of Writing: Writing sentences (Basic English sentence structure; Writing effective sentences); Basic structure of a paragraph (Thesis statements; Writing effective paragraphs)
	Week 9: Language of Academic Writing: Tone and tense; Writer’s voice; Use of transitions; Commonly misused words
	Week 10: The Writing Process: Prewriting;Writing;Revising; Editing; Poofreading


